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EXTRACTS FROM INTERVIEWS: 

RECENT INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION IN TIBET 


May 25th 1990 

Excerpts from interviews conducted in March/April 1990 with a 
number of Tibetans who had recently escaped from Tibet. 

This survey is a preliminary selection from the material available. It is 
not a definitive assessment or analysis of the interviews. Extracts are 
loosely arranged according to a number of topics. 

Topics: 

1. Conditions in Lhasa under Martial Law 

2. Re-education sessions 

3. Arrests and killings 

4. Prisons 

5. Population transfer 

6. Protest 

7. Family planning policies 

8. Ecological questions 

9. Economy 

10. Education and employment 

11. Religious Freedom 

12. Travel to India and Nepal 

All interviews were conducted in Tibetan and taped; to protect the 
identity of the people interviewed and their relatives all information 
which could lead to their identification has been removed. More 
detailed transcripts and commentaries on interviews are available on 
request. 


1. Conditions in Lhasa under Martial Law 

Doc. T1(BB) 

"Q: What is the situation in Lhasa now? 

A: The situation is bad. After the last demonstration (March 1989) they are arresting people constantly 
and regularly hold re-education sessions where you have to denounce persons who are protesting against 
Chinese rule. Those who denounce persons who demonstrated get a reward of 400 Yuan. I don't know 
anybody from Lhasa who denounced demonstrators but a few Tibetans from the countryside did. In the 
Barkhor there are many soldiers. More than before Martial Law. The soldiers are armed with guns. You 
have to show a pass wherever you go, even to the temples and monasteries. There are Affairs Units 
[Tibetan: Ledon ruka] in many monasteries: Drepung, Ganden, Chupsang nunnery, and in the Jokhang. 

Q: Has anything changed for the Chinese? 

A: No, they are living like they did before Martial Law. There are no restrictions for them, but if Tibetans 
gather during religious days then the Chinese send 7 to 9 tanks to the Barkhor. If a lot of Tibetans gather 
in the Barkhor they will increase the number of soldiers. During religious days they increase the number 
of check posts around Lhasa, especially on the roads leading to the monasteries. 
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Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: What is the situation like in Lhasa now? 

A: There are still many soldiers around the Barkhor and around Lhasa and instead of diminishing they are 
increasing the number of Chinese soldiers. The tanks [or Armoured Personnel Carriers?] are frequently 
patrolling around Lhasa, almost every Sunday. Every Sunday, there are armed Chinese patrolling on motor 
bikes, in cars, in trucks and even on tanks. With all these manoeuvres, we Tibetans have no freedom of 
any kind: We are reduced to fear. Wherever we go, we have to have a pass, if not we cannot move at 
all. [...] 

There is a new movement for 'screening and investigation' started by the Chinese which concerns 
everybody who has been involved in demonstrations, who had contact with foreigners or who can speak 
English. A lot of people who were working in the monasteries and could speak English have been arrested 
- like Dawa, who was working in the Jokhang, and also a receptionist at the Potala. The suspects are 
searched, arrested and told to make self-criticisims." 

Doc T2(BB) 

"Q: Do they allow the Tibetans to have contact with the tourists? 

A: No. The tourist groups are just allowed to visit but the Tibetans are forbidden any contacts with 
foreigners. 

Q: What do the Chinese show to the tourist? 

A: They just show a "show play". The Chinese are putting everything in order for the tourist to see just 
what they want them to see. They will dress up a few Tibetans and they will guide the tourist to chosen 
places. So it is very difficult for the tourist to see the true situation. 

Q: Has the announcement of the Nobel Peace Prize changed the situation? 

A: Yes. Many Chinese soliders arrived and the situation in Lhasa has become more tense. About 20 to 
30 trucks are patrolling around the Barkhor and around the town, each loaded with 40 soldiers. 

The Chinese also said that His Holiness did not deserve the prize, and that he "used backdoor contacts" 
with the American to get it." 

Doc. T4(BB) 

”Q: What was the situation in Lhasa just before you left? [i.e. just before the Chinese New Year; Ed.] 

A: The Chinese had put 4 or 5 soldiers with machine guns on each road leading to the Barkhor. Also, on 
the road leading to Sera Monastery, the Chinese had posted a lot of soldiers. Many soldiers are also 
posted at the petrol station on the road from Toelung to Lhasa. The whole city is full of soldiers patrolling 
regularly. Even if you have no fear, you get nervous seeing so many troups. 

Q: What do these soldiers do in Tibet? 

A: They are there because the Tibetans have raised their voices against Chinese rule. If there is any more 
movement calling for independence, then they will be ready to suppress it. They were not able to control 
the last demonstration until late in the evening, so this is why they have brought more troups in. 

Q: Do the Tibetans need passes to go around the Barkhor? 

A: Just before I left Lhasa the Chinese issued passes to every citizen to go around the city. Sometimes 
they check everybody very strictly and other times they are more loose on checking. But in any case, 
everyone is under strict surveillance by the Chinese police. A lot of spies walk around the Barkhor. They 
listen to your conversations and any suspect is reported. Then, if they find the slightest reason to do so, 
they come to your house and arrest you. 

Q: Do they still make raids on houses at night ? 

A: Yes, they come at night, always at different times, but usually between 11pm and 1am, and search 
houses. This happens every night. If they find a visitor in the house who has no residence permit, they 
will fine him ten yuan (these fines are for their pocket money, not official fines from the Government) and 
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ask him to register the next day. They say that they search the houses for the security of the people. 
They will also interrogate the suspect, and if he does not give satisfactory answers, then they will arrest 
him. If they find any person who is on their black list, he will automatically be arrested." 

Doc. T6(BB) 

”Q: How is the situation in Lhasa now under Martial law? 

A: Before I left Tibet, there were small groups of soldiers everywhere, and during major religious days 
there are even more Chinese soldiers. I left in February, 1990. But I have heard that Tibetans could not 
demonstrate on the 10th of March because they were threatened by a lot of tanks which were pointed in 
the direction of the Jokhang temple. Some of them were going around the town. I heard that after I left 
Lhasa, seven trucks of new soldiers had arrived in town just before March 10. The same thing had 
happened during Losar. The Chinese have taken away the knives of a lot of Tibetans, then they sell them 
and buy cigarettes. 

Q: Did a lot of new Armed Police I Chinese: Wu Jing] arrive? 

A: Yes, a lot. This was at the time they announced that His Holiness will be given the Nobel Peace 
Prize." 

Doc. T13(BB) 

"Q. Have many Chinese and Tibetans been expelled from Lhasa since martial law? A. In the case of 
Chinese, instead of expelling them, even more troops have been called in from China. A lot of troops 
were also called up from Kongpo, but they were sent back to their posts when troops from China 
reached Lhasa. For Tibetans, except for the genuine residents of Lhasa, everyone was expelled. People 
like pilgrims and merchants are not allowed to come to Lhasa." 

Q: Are the Tibetans in Lhasa allowed to move about? A. The actual residents are allowed to some extent 
to go from one part of the city to another without a pass. But they check everyone who is carrying a 
bundle of things on his or her back. Old people are allowed to go where they like. During both Tibetan 
and Chinese special days - like festivals - restrictions are carried out, even in advance. No one is allowed 
to go without a pass. People do not dare to go because of the heavy security presence - police with 
weapons patrolling the city. There are special restrictions for people living in nearby villages. 

Q: Are Tibetans allowed to visit nearby villages? A. You needs a pass to go out. 

Q: People who want to come to Lhasa, do they need to give a special reason or explanation for their 
visit? A. Yes, they have to give reasons. 

Q: What about the checkpoints in Lhasa or at the monasteries? A. Yes, there are many checkpoints in 
the Barkhor, near the Tsuglakhang [the Johkhang], almost in every corner of the city. They station 
security police, four or more at each 

checkpoint. They double the number of these security police on Sundays. The gateways to and from 
Lhasa are under heavy security control. Security in the east, at Kuru Bridge, the gateway to Lhasa, is 
tight. Tunub Donkhar, [where the road comes in] from Western Tibet, is also under heavy security. 

Q: Are these security people armed? A. Yes, they are all armed. The normal soldiers carry revolvers, and 
the security police carry rifles, electric btons, knives aand chains on their body. 

Q: Do they harrass people? A. Security police at the checkpoints check eeveryone who passes the post. 
They confiscate things they find, like simple knives from the Tibetans. They do not need any reason to 
harrass someone passing by. When these supervisors see someone they don't like, they harrass them for 
no reason. Whenever some Tibetan gets stopped and speaks in Tibetan, the Chinese force them to speak 
Chinese by saying they do not understand Tibetan. 

Q: Did you witness all this by yourself? A. Yes, I saw this myself. I can even give an example. 
Unfortunately I do not remember the exact date -it was sometime in December [1989J. I was at home 
one evening when eight people from Amdo who had come to prostrate around the Barkhor passed our 
window. They were stopped by eight soldiers. They began to beat them. They did not approve of them 
doing prostrations at night. This is very contradictory to all the Chinese propaganda about Tibetans 
having freedom of religion. The soldiers stole a watch from one of the Tibetans and about 400 Yuan from 
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another. This is a very clear sign that Tibetans don't have religious freedom. If they did, then they could 
prostrate at any hour they liked to choose. 

[the wife:] I witnessed an incident too. It was around the 10th of February. One evening, at about 8 
o'clock a Tibetan girl who happened to pass by our street did not get off her bicycle. You have to get off 
when you pass a checkpoint. Since it was evening, she did not bother to get down. As a result she was 
beaten badly by the security police. She came rrunning towards my house. By chance, two Tibetans 
happened to be passing at the same time. It seems they asked the police to stop beating the girl. But 
they were chased by the police too. They ran away. In no time the neighbourhood was full of soldiers 
looking for them. The two men managed to find shelter with a family. When the soldiers managed to 
open the door of this family, they chose to call the security police. When they came they questioned the 
soldiers about what was happening. Upon hearing what had happened, the security police told the 
soldiers to stop harrassing the people because Tibetan New Year was near and things should go 
smoothly. 

Q: Do the Tibetans really get off their bicycles and bow to the soldiers at the checkposts? I haven't heard 
about this before. A. [the wife] Yes, we have to. Often I do not do it, because I get very frustrated, its so 
humiliating. When I don’t, they start shouting behind me, but they do not take the trouble to come after 
me. They take advantage of the Tibetans who come from neighbouring villages. Because they do not 
speak Chinese. When you start speaking even a little Chinese they treat you better. 

Q: Do other normal civilian Chinese residents of Lhasa have to bow to the soldiers? A. [the wife] In 
general, everybody has to get down from their bicycles and bow to the Chinese when you cross a 
checkpoint. But they are more strict with Tibetans. They do not intervene when a Chinese does not get 
off his bicycle. 

[husband:] But that’s quite ironical if you think about it, because there are very few Chinese who need to 
go through checkpoints like the ones in the Barkhor. It’s all Tibetans who live there and make use of the 
Barkhor. Out of 100 Tibetans only one Chinese has to pass the Barkhor. Because they can go any 
number of other ways to do their shopping. 

Q: Did things change for the Chinese under martial law? A. Compared with the Tibetans, nothing much 
has changed for the Chinese under martial law. The only loss they face is not being able to find good 
vegetables and clothes. The other essential commodities, such as butter and mutton and yak- meat, they 
do not need to worry about, because they do not use them. The meat they eat is pork, and they can buy 
it in abundance from the government stores. When a Chinese has worked in Tibet for 18 months, he can 
go on three months holiday to China. During their home trips they buy all their clothing supplies. Even the 
smallest article, such as socks, they purchase in China because they are better quality there." 


2. Re-education sessions 

Doc. T1(BB) 

"Q: Have political changes taken place since Martial Law? 

A: Yes, we have to go to a lot of re-education sessions which we are forced to attend. No excuse is 
accepted not to go. They also have these sessions in the monasteries and in the neighbourhood 
committee meetings. 

Q: What happens during these sessions? 

A: We have to give our opinion about Tibetan independence; but we can’t answer that we believe in it. 
The Chinese give 

their own version and we have to agree. If we don't agree they arrest us. 

Q: Who conducts these sessions? 

A: Chinese and Tibetans from the Affairs Unit [Tibetan: Ledun Rukha] as well as from the Neighbourhood 
Committee. 


Q: When are they held? 
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A: In the afternoon, mostly from 2pm to 5pm. Each family has to send one representative and then that 
person can't go to work. These sessions are only for the Tibetans." 

Doc. T13(BB) 

"Q. Are there still re-education sessions going on in Lhasa, or something like neighbourhood meetings? A. 
Yes, there are. Ever since the demonstrations in Lhasa for Freedom for Tibet, and after they crushed the 
democracy demonstrations in Beijing by the Chinese students for more democracy in their country, the 
Chinese government has been running a re- education programme throughout Tibet and China. They see 
that these two incidents have a similar nature and that they both have to be be dealt with the same 
treatment. This started in the month of September, 1989. People are called for meetings every evening, 
and sometimes in the morning too. Every family is put under a different section - 1, 2, or 3 - when you 
have been finished with by the first section, you are called for the second section meeting, and so forth. 
During these meetings, people are forced to say things against His Holiness and agianst others who have 
taken reactionary steps. 

Q: How often were you called for such meetings? A. It varies from day to day. Sometimes you have to 
go five times a week, sometimes twice. 

Q: How were they conducted? Does every family have to send someone? A. Each family has to send a 
representative. 

Q: What do you have to do? A. The Chinese will first read out their policy, and explain it if needed. Then 
they ask the Tibetans to tell tham their opinions aabout this policy or to ask questions, if they have any. 
Everyone has to speak in turn. They are not satisfied with short statements. So you have to speak for a 
long time about the demonstrations and about the people who have taken the initiative in organising 
them. If you do not attend the meetings, they cut off your ration quota, or you do not get a pass to buy 
kerosine oil for cooking. Of course, it is a big problem if you do not get this oil, because then you can't 
cook." 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"A few months after Martial Law the Chinese started the re- education campaign. In each office Tibetans 
have to attend re-education courses. In my office, just before I left Lhasa, these re-education sessions 
were held on a regular basis during office hours, and they are still going on today. Also, every Tibetan 
family in Lhasa has to go to re-education sessions, like during the Cultural Revolution, where you have to 
criticize each other, denounce demonstrators, people pasting posters, and so on ... If you don't want to 
denounce people during these sessions, you have a denonciation box [Chinese: "Chu Bao Shang"] which 
you can use in each part of the town, where you can denounce anybody without even mentioning your 
name. The person will be arrested without further checking. These boxes have been there since 
September 1989. 

Q: How many hours do these meetings last and who runs them? 

A: When they first introduced these sessions in September 1989, according to the official plan, the 
sessions had to be held twice a week. Afterwards, they increased it to three time a week (Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday). But in reality these sessions are held more often. Before I left Tibet in February 
the sessions in my office were going on every day from about 9am to 12.50am and from 3.30pm to 
6.50pm. We had to read material the Chinese gave us and then confess everything we had been doing 
wrong, and also denounce people working for the independence of Tibet inside and outside Tibet. We 
also had to criticize the Dalai Lama, calling him "Dalai-reactionary". We were forced to attend these 
sessions, or we would have been in trouble and our salary would have been reduced. Even if we were 
sick, it was no excuse. We had to attend these sessions every day, sometimes fro nearly 8 hours. Other 
offices which had urgent work to do, the sessions were only going on for half the day. But around crucial 
dates like the 10 of March, all the offices will have re-education sessions for the whole day. 

Q: During these sessions, does the leader write down your answers and keep a record of what you say? 

A: Yes, they write who said what and the exact time of your answer. 

Q: Do people get arrested after these sessions? 
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A: During the sessions noboby is keen to denounce people openly but after the sessions some 
participants will go to the leader of the session and denounce Tibetans who have participated at the 
demonstrations. Or else they use the "denonciation boxes”, then of course the ones who have been 
denouced are arrested. 

Q: Are these meetings only for Tibetans? 

A: Yes. The few Chinese who attend these sessions are there as spectators. Only the Tibetans actually 
take part in them. 

Q: Who are the leaders of these sessions, and which language do you speak during the sessions? 

A: We only speak Chinese during the sessions, even there are very few Chinese attending them. 
Concerning [government] offices, the leaders conducting the sessions are the head of the relevant 
department and so they are Chinese. For the sessions held with Tibetans who are working elswhere, the 
Affairs Units [Tibetan: Ledun Rukha] - they were set up 2 years ago - are in charge of organizing these 
sessions. 

They have representatives from all the different departments like the Police department, the religious 
department, the youth department, the Women’s Associations, and so on, and they send representatives 
for each department to conduct these sessions. The number of representatives depends on the number of 
workers in each department. The Ledun Rukha will also go to families at any time and ask them 
questions about the whole family. Even unemployed Tibetans are questioned by the Ledun Rukha. 
Everybody is, even in the Monasteries. 

Q: What are the subjects discussed during these sessions? 

A: They will call His Holiness a "separatist trouble-maker"; they criticize foreigners, especially Americans 
who they say have supported Tibet; they will tell you that Tibet is part of China and so on... 

Q: Is there a difference in the situation in other towns besides Lhasa? 

A: No. It is the same all over Tibet." 


3. Arrests and killings 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: Did they arrest many people during this past year ? 

A: In October 1989, after the important demonstration [on 11th October], they set up a new committee 
called Tsang Che Sum which started arresting people who had had something to do with [the 
celebrations for the award of the] the Nobel Peace Prize to His Holiness. Anybody who had burnt incense 
or had thrown tsampa was arrested. Among them were some of the nuns who celebrated. This 
committee is concerned with any action which was a celebration of the the Peace Prize. They have 
posted people from this committee at each monastery. They reinforce the work of the Affairs Unit [ledun 
rukha]. They are still carrying out arrests for these things. 

Q: You have mentioned the arrest of 107 people and you spoke about dead bodies in the river. Can you 
say something about it? 

A: This happened during the last demonstration on the 5th March [1989], I saw with my own eyes an 
unclaimed dead body in the river. I know the relatives of the dead person a little - they are still in Lhasa. 
It was the son of Chungdila. He was shot dead with a bullet in his head, I heard. I saw his body, with my 
own eyes, with its eyeballs out. In front of the Kirey Uyon Lenkang [Kirey Neighbourhood Committee]. 
About 107 dead, that's the figure according to the Tibetan Hospital." 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: Is it true that they imprisoned a lot of Tibetans who could speak English? 
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A: Yes. They imprisoned some of them, working in the Potala and monks in the monasteries working as 
translators for the tourists. They are in Situ prison [Sithritu - a reform- through-labour establishment 
within Sangyip prison]. I was also there." 

Doc. T4(BB) 

"Q: Are they arresting many people? 

A: Yes, and they also torture them. They are pressurised to give names and if they denounce other 
people they are released. For instance, Sonam Gyalpo is still in Drapchi prison because he has not 
denounced anybody. He was imprisoned in September 1987 after joining the first pro- independence 
demonstration in Lhasa. He has been sentenced to 3 years and nine months imprisonment but they might 
change his sentence before it expires. 

He is imprisoned together with Yulu Dawa Tsering and Lobsang Tenzin. I had some good news recently: 
he is still in quite good health despite the torture." 

Doc. T13(BB) 

"Q. How were you treated at the office [where he was taken after his arrest - Ed.]? A. First, when I was 
brought there on February [..], they kept asking me questions. This interrogation lasted all night, until 7 
o'clock the next morning. Still, I had not confessed and said nothing. This session continued till evening. 
Because I was very stubborn and refused to confess, they began to beat me. This beating began around 
8 o'clock. They didn't beat me constantly. Whenever a question was asked to which they got no answer, 
then they would use the aggressive way to get an answer. At the same time they would prompt me and 
say:"ls it true that 

you did this and that?" I replied: "Isn’t it forbidden in your laws to beat someone like that? And in fact 
you still do it. I have done nothing wrong." 

Then, four people got up and began to beat me. I resisted by using the table which was in front of me. 
This helped me a little to keep their hands off me, it hurt them when I pushed the table towards them. 
They then moved away the table and chained my hands to the chair. This made it very difficult for me to 
move. They kicked me after each time they asked a question. This went on until 4 o'clock in the 
morning. 

Q: How long were you detained at the Wu Jing [Armed Police] office? A. Nine days. 

Q: Were you put on trial? A. No. They told me: "You have committed a very serious crime. Normally you 
would be sentenced to death. Because you are young and working-class, we are going to give you 
another chance. We have much hope in you too. You could change from a black to a white person. It 
would be very awkward if we arrested you in Lhasa, where everybody will come to know about it. This 
have made everything very awkward for you. So we have arrested you here in [...], where nobody knows 
about you or your arrest. So now, you can become our informer back in Lhasa. You will have these jobs 
to do: 

Firstly, keeping an eye on reactionaries, their activities and their movements. Secondly, watching what 
your relatives' activities are, what kind of people they have contact with, their relations with monasteries 
and nunneries, and so on. This you should do and inform us and no-one else. On [date], you should come 
to [...], where you will be picked up with a car by one of us. If you do this, we will accept it as proof that 
you have become a white person." 

The first thing I had to do was to watch my own relative, a nun. If I did this properly, as they wanted it, 
then they would reward me with many facilities, such as transport (supply cars or motor-bikes), they 
would help me financially,supply me with a radio telephone if necessary. They would even arrange 
someone to protect me if I felt intimidated in public, or anything like that. 

Q: Do you think that what happened to you is a special case, or is it common that such things occur? A. 

I do not think my case is a special one. I presume that many other Tibetans get the same treatment. But I 
cannot point one out with certainty. 

Q: What would happen to your family members if the Chinese knew what you have done? A. [also wife] 
We have many family members left in Tibet. It is certain they will be treated badly. The reason why we 
have told everything is to make our 
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resistance struggle known to outside people. If this will help our cause, I have no regrets about what I 
have done and what my family will have to go through. I do, of course, care very much about my family 
and what will happen to them because of what I've done. But I have chosen the hard way and sacrificed 
them at the Chinese altar in order to tell people the real situation in Tibet. I hope that by my actions, our 
struggle will get some kind of impetus." 


4. Prisons 

Doc. T1(BB) 

"Q: Have you been imprisoned? 

A: In 1988, for more than two months. I was in Sangyip. They imprisoned me because I participated in 
the demonstration held on March 5th during Monlam when a Maitreya statue was taken out on 
procession. 

Q: When did your family know that you were imprisoned? 

A: After one week. In Sangyip prison we were about 1900 prisoners. They brought in truckloads of 
people every night after this demonstration. 

Q: What were conditions like in the prison? 

A: They did not give us any food for 6 days and interrogated us. When we asked for food they answered 
"Eat independent Tibet". 

Q: What kind of questions were they asking you? 

A: Who were the instigators of the demonstration, the leaders. They were also asking us about 
underground activity in Lhasa. 

Q: How many people were in your cell and how big was the cell? 

A: About 20 people to a cell of about 5 by 5 metres. In our cell there were 3 monks from Drepung, 2 
from Ganden and three from Sera. 

Q: What kind of food did you get? 

A: Two steamed momos with black tea for breakfast. One steamed momo and some vegetables at lunch 
and one momo in the evening. But sometimes we were lucky to have a Tibetan guard at night who would 
bring extra food left over from the monasteries' kitchens and brought by them to the prison. We were 
then pressed to eat it very quickly. 

Q: Was it enough? 

A: No, and the quality was bad. 

Q: Was there light in the room and were you allowed to talk to each other? 

A: There was no light and we were not allowed to talk to each other. But we did at night. 

Q: How many interrogation sessions were you subjected to? 

A: We were interrogated constantly during the first week but not so much later. 

Q: Did they beat you? 

A: Yes, they beat us a lot all over the body, using electric prods about a metre long. Most of the beating 
occurred when we were arrested; we were beaten less in prison. But some Tibetans who gave answers 
which the Chinese found suspicious were threatened with much worse beatings. 
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Q: When were you released? 

A: End of June 1988, and with me were about 600 other people. 

Q: What happened when you were released? 

A: The Chinese warned us that if we participate in a demonstration again it will be life imprisonment for 
us. They also forced us to sign a document with our thumb print, saying that we would not demonstrate 
in the future. This is why, after having participated in the March 1989 demonstration, I had to escape 
from Tibet. During that demonstration I personally saw 8 persons killed. The people who were arrested 
during that demonstration got very long sentences." 

Doc. T5(BB) 

"Q: Were you beaten when you were arrested? 

A: I was beaten at the time of my arrest. They first tried to tie me up with ropes from behind, I had to sit 
on the floor and they pressed into my back with their knees. Then I was beaten all over my body with a 
cattle prod approximately a metre long. When I arrived at the prison, I was almost unconscious. Q: Did 
you faint? 

A: Yes Q: Was the cattle prod the only implement they used or did they also use other implements, and 
on which parts of the body? 

A: They also used sticks and rifle butts... I can not specify a special part of the body because they beat 
me all over. 

There were 6 people there to beat me at that time. [...] Q: And then what happened? 

A: Right after that, I told them that there was nothing to reflect about. Two men asked me to stand up. 
When I answered that I could not stand up, they started kicking me with their feet from both sides. Right 
after that, it was around 7pm, I was tied up to the ceiling until the next morning, about 10am. They 
attached another rope to the one I was already tied up with, and then they hung me up. As my hands 
were tied up from the back, after a few hours hanging like this, my shoulders were dislocated. Every time 
they came around me, they started kicking me. The next morning they took me down. At that time I 
could not move anymore, I could not bring my arms back in front of me, the would automatically go to 
the back. 

Then they started to interrogate me again but I was in a such a weak physical condition that I could not 
even talk. I was very weak. They started beating me again. First there were five policemen who were 
beating me and then later there were three Wu Jing [Armed Police]. 

Q: With what kind of implement did they beat you? 

A: Most of the time they were using their fists and feet to kick me, but sometimes they threatened me 
with their pistols. 

Their leader, who was wearing a kind of Chinese Kung Fu shoes, took them off and used them to hit my 
face. I was so much beaten all over, that now I have so many scars on my head. [Interviewer's note: We 
can see the scars, they are about 2 inches long, they are mostly the result of the beatings with raffle 
butts]. After beating me, a Chinese man cut off my traditional long hair [Interviewer's note: he had long 
plaits]. Then they loaded me into a truck full of Wu Jing. I was tied up at the back with ropes around my 
neck. They put me on the right side of the truck with my head protruding out, so as the truck was 
moving, people could see my face and see that a Tibetan had been arrested. I was escorted to Gutsa 
prison. 

At Gutsa, most of the prison's personnel are Wu Jing. Immediately after arriving at Gutsa prison, I was 
thrown into a kind of concrete rectangular ditch of about 6 feet by 2 feet with an opening on the top. It 
was about 7 feet deep. 

I was pushed into this ditch handcuffed. There was no place to sit in it so I had to stand up the whole 
time that I was kept in the ditch. On each side of the ditch, there was a hole where they pushed 2 



TIN : EXTRACTS FROM INTERVIEWS May 25th 1990 


10 


steamed bread and a mug of black tea mixed with chili powder so after drinking the tea, all your digestive 
system burnt. 

They kept me in this ditch for one week and during the whole week I had only one meal a day, always 
the same one, 2 steamed dumplings and a cup of black tea with chiliin it, which I could not even throw 
away as they would then starthitting me from the other hole. The two holes on the side of the ditch were 
big enough for the personnel to hit you, so during that week, they beat me with their fists, their feet, 
sticks or anything else thy had . Q: Were you able to sit or sleep at night during these 7 days? 

A: Sometimes I could get some sleep, but as I had to stand up all the time, there was no place to sit, it 
was difficult to sleep. 

Q: Then what happened? 

A: I was then taken into a cell (number (..]) of Gutsa prison. In the cell there was a cement pillar. In the 
cell I was kept on an iron chair with my hands chained to the chair. My legs were chained to this cement 
pillar. I stayed in this cell for 8 days. When the guards were giving us food, they did not take off our 
chains so we had to bend down and try to eat the best way we could. Q: What kind of meal did you 
receive? 

A: The same meal, 2 steamed dumplings and a cup of black tea, but this time with no chili powder in it. 
We had only one meal a day at around lunch time. Sometimes they would replace the dumplings with 
rice. Q: When you were in the cell, did you have any torture other than the chains, and were you 
interrogated? 

A: No, but to go to the toilet I had to call the prison personnel and they would only release the chains 
from the pillar. I had to carry the iron chair on my back and go outside the cell. 

Q: Then what happened? 

A: After 8 days my chains were taken off. Then they had a meeting among the officials and they told me 
that I would be sentenced to three years imprisonment. They have two kind of sentencing procedures, 
one is an economic sentence, the other is a political sentence. So they told me, if you want a political 
sentence, it is three years, but if you want an economic sentence, it is two months. Q: So you had the 
choice? 

A: They just told me that. So I replied that I wanted the economic sentence. [Interviewer's note: An 
economic sentence means the confiscation of your property}. Q: Did you have any property? 

A: Yes, I had 3,000 yuan in my house, a television, a 6 feet by three feet Tibetan carpet, a big tape 
recorder, and a bicycle. So they confiscated all of these. They also told me that I was in a group 
"splitting the motherland" and all that kind of propaganda they tell the Tibetans, and then they said that 
since I had been imprisoned for the first time in 28 years, they would release me after two months. They 
also told me that I did not have any property and what ever I had now belonged to them, the Chinese 
Government. These decisions were taken in a prison meeting. They also had a sound system inside the 
prison compound so the sentencing could be heard by everybody inside the prison. The announcement 
was done by the senior officer of the Wu Jing [Armed police) and was translated into Tibetan by a 
Tibetan policemen. 

Q: What was the proportion of Chinese personnel in the prison compared to the Tibetans? 

A: About 80% were Chinese. Some of them could even speak Tibetan. Most of the contact I had was 
with the Tibetans, because I don't speak Chinese. 

Q: Did you feel you had enough to eat? 

A: No, it was not enough, I felt hungry and the only way to get more food was to pinch some from the 
pig sty. But of course if they caught you they would punish you. Q: What kind of food could you get out 
of the pig sty? 

A: The left overs from the personnel officer. 
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Q: Were you allowed to talk to your roommates in the cell? 

A: No, we were no allowed to speak to each other, but we were still doing it. Q: Did you get beaten 
because of that? 

A: No, but once I was singing Tibetan independence songs in the cell and I got beaten for that. They beat 
me for about an hour with cattle prods and also kicked me on my back. I was then bleeding from the 
nose and the mouth, because my face was hurt from the concrete floor. They also used a triangular 
stick, which left the scar you saw. [Interviewer's note: a 2 inch long scar on the head.] Q: Does the 
cattle prod leave marks that we can see, and on which part of your body did they beat you with the catle 
prods? 

A: It does not leave marks. They beat me mostly on the sensitive parts where there are nerves. A lot on 
the face, and my nose is now broken." 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"Q. Which part of your body did they beat? A. They beat every part of my body. They kicked slapped and 
pulled my hair." 

Doc. T2IBB) 

"Q: Can you tell us something about prisoners, their meals ? 

A: When someone is in prison they get very poor food. The prisoners get food from the population in 
Lhasa, they come to visit them and bring them food even if they are not relatives. I heard that two 
monks from Drepung were charged 700 yuan each for their stay in prison. I do not know the lenght of 
their stay in prison. Since the two monks had no source of income, they had to pay that money out of 
their offerings." 

"There are many young people in prison, children from 9 years old who have written Tibetan 
independence slogans, and there are also young monks imprisoned in Sangyip prison Number 1. Young 
Tibetans from 1 5 to 19 years old are held in Gutsa prison. The Chinese accuse them of being thieves, or 
of being prostitutes if they are girls. 

Q: Do they allow the parents to see their children in prison? 

A: Once a month. On the 1 5th of each month. 

Q: Why do they arrest the young people? 

A: Chinese accuse them of being thieves, but in fact they have participated in demonstrations, because 
even children don t want to be under Chinese domination. So they raise their voices. That is the real 
reason why they have been imprisoned. The children are aware that all the jobs are taken by the Chinese 
and that they do not have equal rights. The only |ob the Tibetans can do is to read mantras... 


5. Population transfer 

Doc. T1(BB) 

"Q: Are new Chinese settlers coming to Lhasa? 

A: Yes, many. Most of the shops are owned by Chinese. 

Q: Have the Tibetan shops around the Barkhor been replaced by Chinese shops? 

A: No, because during the March 1989 demonstration all the Chinese shops around the Barkhor were 
gutted and the goods were all burned. Since that incident there has been only one Chinese shop left 
there. 

Q: Where have the owners of these shops gone? 
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A: Some of them went back to China, but most of the Chinese have re-opened new shops around the 
People's Hospital, at Degyi Sharlam and at Dodhi on the road leading to Drapchi prison. Also, there is a 
Chinese military camp on the road 

leading to the Lingkhor, on the other side of the Tsangpo river, and a lot of Chinese shops have opened 
there. 

Q: What do they sell in these shops? 

A: Mostly clothes, foods, pearls, coral, that sort of thing. 

Q: Do they do good business? 

A: Since the mam customers were foreigners, their business is not so good at the moment. 

Q: Why are the Chinese sending in so many settlers? 

A: To make Tibetans a minority in their own country. At the moment the Chinese are sending in a lot of 
settlers instead of sending more troops. The actual ratio in Lhasa, judging from my own observation, is 
about one Tibetan for every 18 Chinese, or even more. They come as businessmen with a business 
permit [literally, passportl, but they also have other tasks. In secret meetings the administration has 
decided to reward any Chinese who marries a Tibetan. 

Q: When did they start this policy? 

A: In 1988. 

Q: What is the aim of this policy? 

A: To increase the population of the minority community. The Chinese are told that by marrying Tibetans 
they increase the strength of the motherland. In the '60's, if Chinese had married Tibetans, they would 
have been criticised, because in those days the Tibetans were considered "dirty", but now the 
government is encouraging these mixed marriages. This new policy is enforced mainly for political 
reasons, but also because of a new awareness of Tibetan culture, and religion, since it has spread around 
the world, mostly because of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

Q: Have many such marriages occurred? 

A: Yes many, but most of them are among officials. Not many ordinary Tibetans would agree to marry a 
Chinese. 

Q: Are they implementing this policy by force on Tibetans? 

A: No, but they strongly encourage any new relationship between Chinese and Tibetans. I know a few 
cases of these mixed marriages, where the family has moved to Lanzhou after getting married. The 
Chinese would privately advise the newly-weds to move to China." 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: The way people are treated, is there discrimination between Chinese and Tibetans? 

A: There is a big difference in privileges between the Tibetans and the Chinese. When there is a Chinese 
leader, he will always give preference to the Chinese people. The Tibetans are always coming after the 
Chinese. So even an educated Tibetan will have no chance against any Chinese. There are many cases 
where educated Tibetans were very unhappy because of this situation and became depressed, and some 
cases even when some of them have become mentally ill. I think that the biggest problem for the 
Tibetans in such cases is that they have no possibility of getting any help. 

Q: What do you think is the greatest danger for Tibet at the moment? 
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A: Demography. Tibetan population is decreasing whilst the Chinese population is increasing. The young 
Tibetans who are now the right age to have children are now in prison. Only the very young and the 
oldest are left. There are also a lot of Chinese settlers coming from China to Tibet”. 

Doc. T3(BB) 

"Q: Do you think the situation in Tibet will improve in the future? 

A: No, it will get even worse, because now so many new Chinese settlers are coming into Tibet. I think 
that the Tibetans will be in real danger if they continue to import more and more Chinese settlers as they 
do now. If this situation does not change rapidly, then there will soon be very few Tibetans left in Tibet." 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

”Q: Is there a Chinese policy to encourage the Chinese to move to Tibet? 

A: Since 1982 there has been a special Chinese policy, not a law, which is called "Giving Help to Tibet". 
It is a kind of Chinese Tibet Support Group. The Chinese are saying that they send Chinese to support 
Tibet, in the name of this group, to help with their administration; they work in different offices like 
factories, hospitals, and as teachers, and they also give scientific help in academic institutions. They stay 
in Tibet for three years and then go back home, but for each one who goes, at least one more comes. 
This policy is propagated on television, radio, and in newspapers all over China. Even the T.A.R. and the 
Lhasa television broadcast it. Publicity is made in the newpaper distributed in the whole Tibet and in the 
"Lhasa Daily". Also in all the journals - cultural, youth, and so on. 

Q: Is it true that Chinese authorities are offering cash incentives to Chinese men to marry Tibetan 
women? 

A; I don't know about incentives but if you want to get married you need a permit from the Chinese 
authorities, and it is easier for a mixed couple to get their birth certificates and the permit to marry. 

Q: What were the population policies in 1979, 1983, 1989? 

A: In 1979, there were Chinese in Tibet but it is not comparable to what they are now. After the visit of 
Hu Yaobang in 1981 to Tibet, when he promised that half of the Chinese settlers will be returned to 
China, some went back. But then they brought in more Government officers, businessman, shoemakers, 
tailors, construction workers, and so on, so in practice this policy was never carried out. From 1983 till 
now population transfer has been carried out systematically. This last year the flow of Chinese settlers 
has increased dramatically." 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"Q: Do the Chinese settlers working in Tibet bring their families with them? 

A: Most of the Chinese who settle in Tibet will first come alone to make as much money as they can, 
and then after a while they will bring their whole family, and even their friends, all of them will get good 
jobs, ration cards, education. Then it's their turn to make money and bring their familiy and friends, and 
so on ... Most of them will stay, even the one who are coming as part of the "Giving help to Tibet" 
policy. These settlers have extra advantages, they can buy goods from Japan like refrigerators, TV, 
videos,those sort of things ... while the Tibetans can't buy them. These settlers are not coming to help 
Tibet but because of the advantages they can get if they come. The policy asks them to come for three 
years but after this length of time only 60% will go back, mainly doctors, teachers, but there is always a 
larger number of newcomers. There are also many Chinese settlers who come independently of this 
policy, and these ones will stay. These people are mainly students who have finished their studies but 
can't get a job in China, so they come to Tibet. Often they are sent by the Chinese Government to work 
in an office in Tibet). 

Many of the settlers who are coming now to Lhasa are village people who have no opportunity to get a 
job in their village, in Tibet they can get good positions, even if they don't have any knowledge or 
training. 

Q; Who sends these villagers to Tibet? 

A: They are mostly told by their friends who already work in Tibet that they will get advantages if they 
come, it is very widely put about through Government propaganda that it is easy to come to Tibet and 
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work, together with friends or relatives who already have a position and will help them. So there is a 
policy of getting rural Chinese and resettling them in Tibet." 


6. Protest 

Doc. T6IBB) 

"They announced that His Holiness will be given the Nobel Peace Prize. When the Tibetans heard the 
news, they celebrated it and threw tsampa [roasted barlery flour] everywhere, even on the Chinese 
soldiers, as a sign of joy. They even told the soldiers that they also had to throw tsampa because it was 
a very special Losar [New Year] ritual. Even the shops were closed that day to celebrate the event. The 
next day, when the Chinese got to know the reason for all the celebration, they put out a new law, 
forbidding tsampa- throwing, saying that it was a counter-revolutionary action." 

Doc. T13(BB) 

”Q. Have there been any other demonstrations besides the one after the announcement of Nobel Prize to 
His Holiness, after martial law was imposed? A. After martial law was imposed, the Chinese stationed 
extra soldiers in Lhasa. Many of them are disguised as civilians and watch everything in the city. They 
would arrest anyone who even tries to start a demonstration. These secret spies consist of both Chinese 
and Tibetans. Once, a few monks took to the street to demonstrate. But they were arrested already after 
15 steps by this sort of secret police. In total there have been three to four of such cases of 
demonstrations which never develop into major ones because they were arrested at the very start. 

Q: Could you be more specific? A. During the Sho-ton celebrations, that is around August [actually 
September 2nd: Editor], 14 nuns demonstrated in the Norbulingka. They started their demonstration 
around noon. Of these 14, three or four nuns escaped, the others were arrested. These nuns are from 
Chubsang nunnery. When they started their demonstration, there was chaos in the garden. The nuns 
began to climb the stage where an opera was in full show. They began saying Tibet is free, China leave 
Tibet etc. The opera show had to be stopped too. 

Another time, a few nuns started a demonstration and were immediately arrested. There was a very 
young nun among them. They are from Shongsep nunnery. After this there was another demonstration in 
the Barkhor. At all these times, the nuns and monks took the leading the roles and were joined by the lay 
people. 

Q: Did the Chinese fire guns at any of these demonstrations? A. They used guns only at Norbulingka. At 
other times there was no need because the large number of soldiers could easily grab the few 
demonstrators without any problem. In total there have been even more demonstrations than I have 
mentioned here. Mostly, special days like Sundays, Wednesdays and also Tibetan festival days are 
favoured to start a demonstration. 

Q: Have more posters been put up by Tibetans after martial law? A. There have been even more posters 
and pamphlets put up and spread since martial law was imposed. 

Q: At which places are posters mainly put up? A. Places like the Tsuglakhang, Upper and Lower Tantric 
colleges, Ani- tshang-khung, Tengyeling and even the Barkhor corners and windows, and even cement 
barrels used to store water, are used to put up the posters. Pamphlets with the Tibetan national flag with 
texts underneath in Chinese, Tibetan, and English - Tibet is Free, China go to China, Long Live His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, and so, slogans like Tibetans must be united. Generally, the texts in the 
pamphlets and on the posters depend on the circumstances. For example: when, in October last year, it 
became known that His Holiness would receive the Nobel Peace Prize, in order to suit the occasion, the 
texts said: "The legitimate spiritual and temporal leader of Tibet, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Ngawang 
Lobsang Tenzin Gyatso, on this occasion we Tibetans would like to thank the Nobel Committee and 
others for their right choice". There were other texts like "we Tibetans thank all the supporters of Tibet", 
"The awarding of the Nobel Prize to His Holiness is a great victory for the Tibetan struggle", "With this 
the sun of Tibetan Independence has risen", "We continue our struggle against the Chinese"... Not only 
the posters and the pamphlets are used, but we also make use a lot of the Tibetan National Flag. They 
are not small in size. We use colossal flags everywhere. During the last spring New Year, of the Chinese, 
a huge Tibetan flag was hoisted next to the residence of Jampa Gyaltsen's father. This was on February 
20, 1990. The people who brought it were [names deleted]. And on the first day of the Tibetan New 
Year, two Tibetan flags were hoisted on the Potala Palace. 
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Q: Did it happen without any incident? A. Yes, because it was done at night. On top of the Rato 
monastery people have hoisted the Tibetan flag. On Dzam-ling- chi-zang (World Incense day) in June 
1989, a huge Tibetan flag was hoisted on the Genphel Hill at Drepung. Also on His Holiness’ birthday a 
Tibetan flag was put up on top of the village where this was celebrated usually. As there were hundreds 
of people present for the occasion, the Chinese could not make any arrest. They simply took down the 
flag. This is all done in the middle of the night. 

Q: Just before you left, what did the Tibetans think about the general situation in Tibet? A. Before the 
September 1987 demonstration, although many Tibetans had the motivation to do something for the 
Tibetan struggle, they were not so practically oriented. Since the incident and also His Holiness' 
speeches in many European countries, there has occurred, as a general phenomenon, a waking up from 
sleep for the Tibetans, a desire to do something. Moreover, because of this, the turn-out during the 
[demonstrations on] March 5th and 6th 1989 was enormous. I could say almost the entire population of 
Lhasa turned up to take part. 

The Chinese action against the Tibetans during the demonstration and afterwards was very much 
resented by the Tibetans. They have become even more motivated and determined to go on with their 
.struggle. At the moment the strength of their motivation aand determination has reached a peak. Not 
only among ordinary Tibetans, but even in schools children and students show that their determination to 
fight for freedom is very high. They show their feelings in the songs they write themselves. Even small 
kids shout Free Tibet, and things like that. But they are not given much attention by the Chinese because 
they are just kids. 

Another important phenomenon which cropped up among Tibetans these days is the feeling of being one 
and united. This was not there before. Now the Tibetans unitedly challenge the Chinese in any way 
necessary. The feeling of You Chinese and We Tibetans has become very strong. The Tibetans are now 
more united than ever. From their side too, the Chinese are very much against the Tibetans. The rift 
between the two people has become bigger than ever. Even old Tibetans with walking sticks would join 
the demonstrations. The only wishes of Tibetans are: "May His Holiness live long and return soon to a 
free Tibet", and "May Tibet soon be free". 7. Family planning policies 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: Have you heard about any practice of abortions on Tibetan women? 

A: Yes. 

Q: When did they start these practices? 

A: Already a long time ago. Chinese women are allowed one child, Tibetan women, two children. For the 
third child, you have to pay fines from 500 yuan up to 1000 yuan. If you can pay the fine, then the third 
child will get a ration card, after one year or sometimes after 8 years. Otherwise he will not have a ration 
card which means that he does not legally exist. For the 4th child you cannot get a ration card. 

Q: Who carries out the abortions? 

A: The Chinese do the abortions. They give injections in the middle of the stomach to women up to 5 
months pregnant. They will operate if the woman is in the later stages of pregnancy. 

Q: Do they force women to have an abortion? 

A: They are not forcing ordinary people to have abortions but they impose taxes. The taxes are so high 
that the people are not able to afford them. Moreover, the ration cards are withheld in Lhasa. In nomadic 
areas, they would withhold the right of keeping domestic animals like livestock. Farmers would be 
deprived of their provisions. 

Q: Who carries out the birth control policy? 

A: According to Chinese plan, after the second child, they sterilize the woman in hospital. 

Q: Do they also sterilise women in Lhasa, and, if so, where? 

A: Yes, at the Chinese People’s Hospital. 
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Q: How do they keep track of the number of children each family has? 

A: To get a ration card, you have to register each birth with the authorities. To have children you also 
first have to ask permission from "Wue shin chu” department. Even if you are pregnant and this 
department refuses you permission to have another child, then you have to abort. They have a quota per 
year to keep to. 

Q: Will they force you to be sterilised after 2 children, and can you refuse? 

A: After 2 children you have to be sterilised or you will have to promise that you will not produce more 
than two, and take medicine, and even if you have already conceived you have to abort. 

Q: When you conceive a third child, will they allow you to give birth in the hospital? 

A: You are allowed to deliver at the hospital but you have then to pay a fine. 

Q: We heard that they will give an injection to the baby which will result in killing the baby. Is this true? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where? 

A: In the three different hospitals in Lhasa. They sometime abort women 5 to 8 months pregnant. 
Sometimes they kill the child when it is born. 

Q: Did you witness any of these things? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How do they proceed? 

A: They give an injection in the belly. When I was 5 months pregnant, they aborted my child at the main 
People's Hospital in Lhasa. After this injection, the child came out the next day, stillborn. 

Q: How many abortions have you had? 

A: Three. 

Q: What happened the first time? 

A: I had my first abortion when I was 30 years old. I already had two children and at that time my 
husband was just about to get a promotion in his office. If we had kept the child my husband would not 
have been promoted and we would have had to pay a fine, because I was pregnant without permission 
from the Chinese administration. So we decided to abort. 

Q: Were you not allowed to have three children? 

A: Before the Chinese enforced their birth control policy in 1982 there was no limit on Tibetan births. 
Now, as office staff, you only have the right to have two children. For Tibetans there is no way to get 
permission for a third child. For the Chinese there are ways. 

Q: Who carried out the abortion? 

A: A woman from Ba, between Kham and Amdo, injected a thick yellow liquid into my stomach, slightly 
to the right. Her Tibetan was very poor; she was speaking Chinese. The needle she used for this injection 
had a large hole, like the one used to donate blood. The syringe was big, about 2 dl. About 10 or 11 
hours after the injection the child was born. The sensation was the same as a normal birth, very painful, 
but the child came out dead. He was already cold and stiff. 

Q: Did they give you any anaesthetic before and medical care after? 



TIN : EXTRACTS FROM INTERVIEWS May 25th 1990 


17 


A: No, I had no local anaesthetic. Just after the delivery they checked that there were no complications 
and then told 

me to leave the hospital. I also had to take my dead child with me: I was told I could do whatever I liked 
with it. I had no other medical treatment. 

Q: What did you do with the corpse? 

A: I did not leave it at the hospital as it would have been thrown into the rubbish or down the toilets. I 
went home and then took it to be buried outside Lhasa. 

Q: When you were hospitalised, did you get food and medical attention from the doctors? 

A: I had no food given by the hospital. My relatives could bring me food or I could go to buy food from a 
restaurant near the hospital. In my ward there were about 1 8 or 20 beds, all occupied. Some of the 
women were there to have an abortion, the others to be sterilised. 

Q: Do you know if any of them were forced to be aborted or sterilised? 

A: The women who were there for sterilisation were not directly pressurised by the Chinese. But the law 
is inflexible. So for Tibetans there is no other choice. A Tibetan woman who produces a third child 
without permission has to pay a 500 yuan fine. The child is not eligible for school, and the parents will 
never be promoted. 

Q: Did a doctor perform your abortion? 

A: No, she was a medical student. 

Q: Did you have to pay for your abortion? 

A: Yes, for the bed I occupied, the medical treatment and the injection. About 20 yuan. 

Q: Is there any difference between the treatment given to Chinese and Tibetans? 

A: When a Chinese woman is the wife of a Chinese leader, she will get the best treatment, the best 
doctors, and so on. 

Q: What about your second abortion? 

A: After three months I got pregnant again, even though I was taking the pill, once a day, after the first 
abortion. I went to the People's Hospital after 40 days. This time they used another method of abortion. I 
had to lie down, and without any anaesthetic, the doctor scrapaed inside my womb with a kind of spoon. 
It lasted about 20 minutes and then I went home. 

Q: Did you try to get permission to keep the child? 

A: I did not even try. Under this birth control policy you need permission even for a first child. So, I knew 
I had no chance for a third. I went directly to the hospital to be aborted. 

Q: Who performed this abortion? 

A: A Tibetan doctor; he was working in the abortion department. 

Q: Are the Tibetan doctors who carry out abortions forced to do so? 

A: These Tibetan doctors are trained in China especially for abortions and sterilisations. When they come 
back they don t have the choice of another |ob. They are told by the Chinese Government that after a 
certain number of abortions they will have their salary increased. 

Q: Did you have to pay the hospital this time? 

A: No, because I did not occupy a bed. 
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Q: You mentioned a third abortion. Did the birth control pill not work? 

A: After the second abortion I changed the pill brand but it still did not prevent me from getting pregnant 
again. I again went to the People's Hospital when I was about 40 days pregnancy. They used the same 
method of abortion. After, I asked the doctor to fit me with an IUD because I had no confidence in the 
pill. I was aware of the possible risk, as they are made of iron and get rusty. I heard that this happens 
sometimes. After having this IUD I lost a lot of weight and have very heavy periods with dark blood and 
puss. 

[Further details on abortions in 
Doc.T8(BB) 

, an interview with a Tibetan who was involved in carrying out abortions] 


8. Ecological questions 

Doc. T2IBB) 

"Q: Can you tell us something about Tibet's natural resources? 

A: All our natural resources are transported into China. For instance, our trees. I don't know how many 
Chinese are in Tibet but we can say that for each Chinese one tree has been cut down in Tibet. There are 
other mineral resources which 

have been exploited by the Chinese and exported or sold to the tourists for the profit of the Chinese. 
Borax [literally, white mineral salt] has been transported in immense quantities to China and we have no 
idea why it has been taken in such quantities. 

Of course they take some Tibetan children to be educated to China. We aregrateful for some kind of 
gesture, but in return what we have to tolerate from them and what our land is suffering in their hands 
makes everything unbearable for us. There is not a single household in Tibet which has not been suffering 
from financial or material problems. I am ready to stand witness in front of Chinese, Tibetans and even 
foreigners who have seen Tibet. I request the outside world to make a move that would help us to profit 
equally and intelligently from our natural resources so there will be something left for the next generation. 
We don't want our forests and minerals to be the victim of over exploitation by the Chinese. 

My reason for putting forward this appeal is firstly because I am Tibetan and secondly I see clearly that 
we Tibetans are already in a poor condition which will become worse if this exploitation continues. 

Now we are demanding our independence but, even if we achieve this, our land has been so badly 
exploited that we will not have anything left to rejoice about. Besides timber and borax, other raw 
materials and metals are being extracted. For instance, jade from Chongye has been exported abroad in 
immense quantities. I have seen all this with my own eyes. 

lease, I request the world to take any action to stop this barbarous exploitation of our soil. In the past we 
Tibetans lived on barley and on natural products and had more than enough. But today, with this mass 
transfer of Chinese settlers into Tibet, along with the large mobilisation of Chinese soldiers in Tibet, we 
have to feed them with our own products. In addition, the Chinese create massive propaganda saying 
that they import huge amount of goods into Tibet. But once the Chinese have taken what they need, the 
rest goes back to China. Of course many things are arriving in Tibet, but not for the profit of the 
Tibetans. 

Q: How did you come to witness the Chinese exploiting natural resources? 

A: When I was working in the [...] office, I had to keep a record of traffic. I used to record trucks loaded 
with iron ore [literally, iron stones] coming from the district of Lhoka [...]. Jade and other semi-precious 
stones were also coming from mining in Lhoka. The office responsible for this kind of exploitation in the 
district is situated in [...]. There are two models of trucks, one manufactured in Japan, 

which is the biggest model (510) the other one made in China called "Tung Fu" (Sharlung Takchey). 
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From Kanze the Chinese are extracting gold. I have a friend from Nagchu who was working in the mines. 
I don’t know if the Chinese keep a record concerning the quantity, but if so I did not have access to this 
information. Also when I was travelling at night from Kongpo to Lhasa and from Nagchu to Lhasa, I 
witnessed trucks loaded with logs. 

Q: Who are the workers for this industry? 

A: The Government has a forestry department and all the officials are Chinese, but the people who fell 
the trees are Tibetan. 

Q: Do the Tibetans voluntarily cut trees or are they forced by the Chinese to do this work? 

A: The workers are from Shigatse, Sakya and Ribuk, and they have no other alternative to get jobs so 
they don't have the choice, because they need an income. I also don’t think that these people are aware 
where the trees are going." 


9. Economy 

Doc. T2(BB) 

Q: Do the Tibetans have access to all kinds of good imported by the Chinese in Tibet? 

A: The Chinese are importing a lot of goods like refrigarators, washing machine, televisions, and so on, 
and these goods are not accessible to the Tibetans as you have to have a pass to buy them. This pass is 
according to your rank in the Chinese administration so the Tibetans do not get a chance to get one. 

Doc. T13(BB) 

"Economically, the Tibetans are having very great problems. The prices of all essential commodities have 
doubled. There is no possibility of getting goods in from outside Lhasa because merchants are not 
allowed in. 

Q: Can you name some commodities which have become scarce and expensive? A. Butter, which is the 
essential food for Tibetans, has not only become scarce, but the price has gone up to 12 yuan per 
Gyama. Before it was 6 to 7 yuan per gyama. After martial law, a gyama of butter costs 24 yuan. 

Meat, originally you paid 6 to 7 yuan a kg for the best quality meat. Now the price has gone up to 11 
yuan a kg. All the vegetable prices have gone up. The price of clothes has also gone up. Before, if you 
had trousers made for 18 yuan, now it will cost 30 or more yuan. Not only the prices have 

gone up, but the availability of essential commodities is almost nil. From the smallest things like matches 
to more essential things, they are not available. Some of the local products such as musk and Yar-tsa- 
gun-bu [a kind of grass root used for medicinal purposes], which fetches a good price in normal times, 
about 2000 yuan per kilo, now costs 600 per kilo. So the prices of all these products have been 
devalued. As a result many shopowners had to close down their shops. Many went bankrupt. In other 
words, the prices of luxury goods have gone down and the basic essentials have gone up. 

Q: Besides all this, was there enough for everyone to eat in Lhasa? A. Even before the unrest, rations of 
all grains were limited. Each person was entitled to a certain quantity, whether it was enough for his 
needs or not. At the moment it has become even worse. Since farmers are not allowed to bring in their 
produce like tsampa, Tibetans in Lhasa ... are given more wheat flour. This is not pleasant since tsampa 
is,their staple food, and not wheat. 


10. Education and employment 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"Q: Why are there more Chinese than Tibetans in specialised schools? 

A: The Chinese authorities are saying that in these schools there can be as many Tibetans as Chinese but 
it turns out that in the schools which give chances for better jobs, and better social porspects, the 
admission of Chinese is favoured. The leaders who decide about admissions are mostly Chinese; if a 
Chinese and a Tibetan have an equal number of points to enter a higher school, it is not the only criteria, 
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the Chinese leader will try to get his relatives or Chinese people coming from his district admitted in order 
to give them a possibility in the future to get a better job. Of course the Tibetans want to get into these 
schools but because of their lack of connections, it is more difficult for them. 

Q: In which language is education given? 

A: In Chinese, as are the text books. The only exception is the school where they study traditional 
Tibetan medicine; classes are in Tibetan as well as all the literature. 

Q: What is the literacy rate of the Tibetans in Tibet? 

A: In villages not many people know how to read and write. Generaly speaking, many Tibetans are still 
illiterate. In villages there are children who have had a basic education, mostly given in Tibetan, but in the 
offices you find many Tibetans who only speak Chinese. Now slowly the rate of 

literate people is increasing, but mainly in Chinese language. In the whole of Tibet there is a very limited 
number of Tibetans who read and write Tibetan. Now Tibetans say, "if you know Chinese, you have 
money; if you know Tibetan, it is politics". There is a lot of propaganda everywhere saying that we have 
to use the Tibetan language, and we have to study the Tibetan language, but as for the implementation 
of it, there isn't any. For example, I have relatives living in Shigatse, and I have to write them in Chinese. 
In offices you have to know Chinese to get a job. 

Q: What are the differences in the standard of education and subject taught between Tibetan and 
Chinese schools? 

A: There are no real Tibetan schools in Tibet. In all schools Chinese language is the medium of teaching. 
If we compare schools of the same level in China and Tibet the standard of education is lower in Tibet. 
For instance the level of the teachers required to teach in Tibet is much lower. 

Q: Are there in one school in Tibet different classes for Chinese and Tibetans, are different subjects being 
taught, are there differences in the quality of teachers teaching Chinese and Tibetan classes? 

A: In primary and middle schools it is completely separated; Tibetans will go to Tibetan classes and 
Chinese to Chinese classes. These days many Chinese come from China to Tibet, under the "Support 
Tibet” policy, to teach. They have education, experience in teaching, and skills but they don't speak 
Tibetan, so they will only teach Chinese classes. The benefit of their education goes entirely to the 
Chinese. Because of these teachers coming to Tibet, there is less chances for the Tibetan to get an 
education to become good teachers, because the Chinese would say, 'we already have good teachers in 
Tibet'. 

Concerning the level of education, there is a big gap between Tibetan and Chinese classes. For example, 
showing a fruit, the Tibetans will be taught "this is a fruit, this is something to eat", the Chinese child 
will be taught what will happen if you peel the skin, what is inside the fruit; in other word a whole 
explanation on the subject). When the children leave school, there is a big difference in the level of 
understanding between Chinese and Tibetans, even if the subject taught in classes was similar. 
Concerning English, which is taught in Chinese to Chinese and Tibetans, the Tibetans won't get any 
explanation in Tibetan, so they don't progress as much as the Chinese. This is true for all subjects, so 
Tibetans have less chances to progress in school. So Chinese teachers regard Tibetans as stupid and 
backward. 

Q: Can we conclude that the whole system is directed to give the idea that the Tibetans are stupid? 

A: Yes, in the end in a natural way there is a comparison between the Tibetans and the Chinese pupils; a 
Chinese pupil will wonder why a Tibetan going to the same class has less knowledges than he has so he 
will easily conclude that the Tibetans are backward and stupid. The seed is also planted for the Tibetan 
children to consider themselves as stupid. 

Q: Do the Chinese learn Tibetan? 

A: Yes, officially speaking, Chinese have to learn Tibetan; in propaganda pamphlets and posters it says 
"Chinese who come to Tibet should learn writing and reading Tibetan to do good work and to make good 
relations between the Chinese and the Tibetans". This policy of the TAR Government appears in several 
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notices and propaganda announcemens, and in newspapers, but there is not much implementation. In 
some offices Tibetan lessons have been given but nobody takes it seriously. There is no special place for 
the Chinese to learn Tibetan and despite all the propaganda made in offices for the Chinese to learn 
Tibetan nobody does it. For example, in my office, the policy says that the Chinese should learn Tibetan 
and the Tibetans should learn Chinese, so that the relationships and the work between Tibetan and 
Chinese will improve. They found a Tibetan from the office who was good in Tibetan language and 
started a Tibetan class with Chinese attending the class during office hours. This class lasted for 12 days 
and during that time the Chinese came to film the class, and the film was then used to show foreigners 
how Chinese were learning Tibetan. On the 13th day, there was not a single student left in the class. In 
the end, not a single Chinese in my office ended up learning Tibetan. 

Q: In the universities in Tibet is there any difference between the treatment of Chinese and Tibetans 
students? 

A: Tibetans can enter the university if they have 180 points after their final exams, as opposed to 200 
for the Chinese. So it seems that apparently it is more difficult for the Chinese to get into university. 

Q: So why is it that more Chinese go to university? 

A. Because all the courses are in Chinese and as admittances are very much based on connections, the 
Chinese get more chances. Officially there are 100 seats reserved for the Tibetans and 80 for the 
Chinese, but nobody can check properly if the ratio is corectly implemented. The lists of new students 
admitted to the universities are never published, but we can see easily that there are more Chinese in the 
universities. 

Q: It is said that thechildren of Chinese settlers who come to Tibet are favoured from the start in getting 
into these universities. Is this true? 

A: Yes, it is true, the children of the Chinese settlers will get any job they like or go to any school they 
wish to. For this they use their "back door" connections. 

Q: Do the Chinese who are not admitted to universities in China come to university in Lhasa? 

A: Many of them come to Tibet when the exams are coming up, they apply for admission in Tibet, as it 
is easier. They also have their friends from the same region who have high positions in offices and who 
help them to get into university. Most of the Chinese presently at Lhasa university came this way. 

Doc T2(BB) 

"Even when the Chinese open a school in Lhasa, it is not with the best intentions since the costs are 
quite high and the money is used for the school building or the comfort of the professors. They set up 
banquets when the authorities come to visit the school. Once, when this happened, the students revolted 
and refused to eat the food asking why a banquet should be thrown when the rest of the time they are 
so miserably fed. 

Even if the students complete their studies, the possibility for ending up with a profession is very limited. 
This is one of the main reasons why there are so many youths hanging around, ending up as thiefs. The 
main reason is the influx of Chinese, replacing them everywhere by taking their jobs. The Chinese have 
also provided many gambling games, such as pool tables, to distract them. The Chinese are also sending 
young Tibetans to study in China to prevent them from going to India. The Chinese say that the Tibetans 
are incapable and don’t do anything worthwhile, but the Chinese deprive them of any possibilities. This is 
why there are so many beggars, prostitutes and youngsters wasting their time. Of course there would 
still be some youngsters wasting time, but if they could see possibilities for a good future, this would not 
be happening." 

Doc. T4(BB) 

"Q: What do you know about the education system in Tibet? 

A: The education is very poor. Most of the schools are only schools on name - you don't get any 
education in these establishments. For instance my friend {...] had been three years in school and learnt 
only two subjects: mathematics and Tibetan. After this period he was supposed to have completed his 
studies. He is not even able to write a letter and can hardly read Tibetan. 
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Q: Do they have a school in each village? 

A: No, they will group a number of villages together for one school. When the villages are small and 
scattered, the only school might be quite far away for some of the children to attend. 

Q: Who teaches in these schools? 

A: Some teachers were monks before, some were children of poor families who were given a basic 
education by the Chinese. 

Q: Do all the Tibetan children attend these schools? 

A: Most of them, but for very poor families, it is not possible for them to pay the school fees. Also, 
children from villages located far from the school often don't attend school. 

Q: What are the monthly fees to pay to go to school? 

A: Three to four yuan. Poor families have less than 20 yuan a month to live on." 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: After having finished middle school, do the Tibetans have opportunities to work? 

A: No. The children whose parents do manual work have the option of learning the trade. The others who 
are jobless often wander around and become thieves. Concerning the girls, they often become 
prostitutes, and there are a lot of them. The Chinese try to interfere a lot in the education of the children 
in the family. On one hand, the Chinese say that they give education to the Tibetans but on the other 
hand they open a lot of bars with alcohol and gambling games, and this keeps the children away from 
their studies. 

Q: Do the Tibetans have a chance to get a job in road construction work and do they ask for it? 

A: Most of the time, it is the Chinese who get the opportunity to work on roads construction. As it is 
work which demands a lot of skills like calculation and so forth, it would be a Chinese speciality. The 
only jobs the Tibetans will be given are secondary jobs like bringing water or breaking stones, but even 
for these secondary jobs, Tibetans are in a minority. Their salary is also less than the Chinese as they are 
supposed not to be skilled." 

Q: Many young Tibetans are sent to China to study. Do they get good jobs when they come back to 
Tibet? 

A: No. Even with a good education, it is very difficult for Tibetans to get good jobs in Tibet. Even for 
Tibetans who have joined the Communist Party, the highest job they can get is to be in charge of one 
district (zhiga). There are no Tibetans working in intelligence, defence, security, finance or political 
offices. 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"Q: Are there more Tibetans or more Chinese working in these offices? 

A: All the best positions will be occupied by Chinese officials. For example: 

1- Television Office for the whole TAR: 180 workers, 40 Chinese, 120 Tibetans. Office work and 
administration posts will be occupied by 80% of Chinese 20% Tibetans. Manual work, buying tapes and 
film, making movies and videos - in these posts there is a majority of Tibetans. Salaries are equal but the 
Chinese will get special bonuses to come to work in Tibet (because of the altitude) so in the end they get 
more money. The Chinese have also more advantages for housing, ration cards, and access to many 
things, because of working in Tibet. When they arrive in Lhasa they get money to have a place to live, 
and to furnish the house. No facilities in housing will be given to a Tibetan. If the Chinese go back to 
China, they leave Tibet with more than they came with. I have seen Chinese going back will a truck full 
of their belongings taken in good wood boxes. 

A second example: the larger Government book shop in Lhasa: 56 workers, 24 Chinese, 32 Tibetans. 
Most of the higher positions are occupied by the Chinese. There are 2 or 3 book sellers, all Tibetans. A 
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check is made every 6 months or yearly to see how many books are stolen or lost, and the difference in 
money has to be paid by the sellers. As most of the books are sold in Chinese, most of the customers are 
Chinese, and many Chinese soldiers and police steel a lot of books. Sometimes the investigation is 
carried out after only three months to make sure the sellers can pay their debt in time. There is also a 
chance for the Chinese to get a promotion. It is very rare that a Tibetan gets a promotion or has his 
salary raised. The Chinese have bonuses, advantages in money, doing the lighter work like counting 
money, sitting in the office doing all the administration work while the Tibetans have to carry all the 
books (they are taken out every night from the shelves). 

Thirdly, the Office for Street Planning and Road Construction: As this office deals mainly with manual 
work, there are more Tibetans than Chinese: 200 workers, 150 Tibetans, 50 Chinese. The key positions 
are held by the Chinese (also, being a driver is considered a good job, 

because it’s not too tiring and it was 6 Tibetan drivers against 12 Chinese, with the same salary, as it is 
based on experience, but when a new car arrives, the Chinese will get it), while building road is done by 
Tibetans. The road builders have to fill a certain quota of work. If they don't fill this quota, their salary 
will be reduced. The Chinese working in the office have a fixed salary with no risk of reduction. 

Fourthly, the Nagchu Reception Office in Lhasa (for people coming from Nagchu that have health 
problems, problem to find a house, etc.): 32 workers. 7 Chinese, 25 Tibetans. The best positions are 
occupied by the Chinese and the lower positions are occupied by Tibetans. Therefore the Chinese 
workers are paid more. Also, the same advantages as in the other offices for the Chinese in housing, 
bonus etc... Even when a Tibetan and a Chinese have the same education, the Chinese gets the better 
job, and even if the Tibetan is more educated it is the Chinese who will get the best job. Because of this 
"Giving help to Tibet" policy, the Chinese always get the position they want. 

Q: Are there in each of the four offices mentioned examples where lower educated Chinese will get 
better position? 

A: Yes, but not only in these offices. There are emamples in all offices in Tibet." 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

”Q: Is there any evidence of preference given to either Chinese or Tibetans in getting jobs? 

A: It is common that the Chinese get the more desireable jobs as they say that Tibetans are not capable 
of performing those jobs. When there is an opportunity for further training and advancement, it is always 
a Chinese who is chosen. 

Q: Do they advertise job vacancies? 

A: No. Most jobs are given by the Chinese to their friends and relatives. If Tibetans apply for a good job, 
their names will automatically be rejected. To get even small jobs, backdoor connections are needed and 
very few Tibetans have these connections. 70% of the jobs obtained through backdoor connections are 
held by the Chinese and 30% by Tibetans. A job will be given to a Tibetan without a backdoor 
connection only if there is no way to give it to a Chinese. 

Q: Is it easy for Tibetans to get a permit to start a business like a small business in the street or in a 
shop, and is there any discrimination between Chinese and Tibetans in getting these permits? 

A: Any Chinese coming to Lhasa will automatically get a business permit under the excuse that they 
have a lot of good things to sell. But even shoemakers will get a business permit. For Tibetans, even 
professional traders, to get a business permit is very difficult and they have to go through many offices 
without being sure of getting it. Even for Tibetans who have financial problems, if they want to sell their 
personal belongings they need a business permit. 

Q: What kind of job do the Chinese have in Tibet? 

A: In Tibet the majority of the Tibetans are not employed, they work in the fields or they are nomads. I 
don't know any unemployed Chinese in Tibet, they always get one job or another. In Lhasa also there are 
a lot of unemployed Tibetans while all the Chinese will be employed, mostly in offices where they have 
the good jobs. 
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Also in the army, 90% are Chinese, only in the police department in Lhasa is there an equal number of 
Tibetans. But the Chinese have the executive power. Since the demonstrations in 1987, the Chinese are 
forcing the Tibetan policemen to arrest their compatriots and to shoot at them during the demonstrations. 
Most of the Tibetans working in the police are young, they have not have any opportunity to study or to 
get another job. If the Chinese are taking a high ratio of Tibetans in the police department, it is mainly to 
raise them again their fellow-countrymen and to show the outside world that the Tibetans are suppressed 
by Tibetans. To enter in the police department you don't have to have any qualifications. Also in prisons, 
there are a large number of Tibetans who are forced by the Chinese to torture the Tibetan prisoners. 

Doc. TIO(BB) 

"Q: Are there many Tibetans in the Government, what is their role, and what about the Chinese? 

A: On the highest level of the Government [in the Party], in the United Front Department, there are about 
60% Tibetans and only 40% Chinese. Out of these 40% it is the Chinese who have the real executive 
power. The Tibetans don't have the power to make major decisions, only a few secondary decisions can 
be taken by them. The task of the United Front is to try to unify the Government, keep down the struggle 
for independence, and get as many Tibetans as possible back from exile. It also has the task of receiving 
them and giving them whatever they like, and making lots of publicity among the population when such 
people come back. They will ask the newcomers to denounce the bad situation in exile. 

There is also the "Political Consultative Committee" which is under the United Front and executes their 
orders. In this Committe there is a large majority of Tibetans. Their role is 

to say how good Communist ideology is, how good the life of the Tibetans has been since the Chinese 
took over Tibet, etc. This is why the Chinese have included in this Committee many old Tibetan 
aristocrats, rich traders, and Tibetans who played a role in the Tibetan Government before. If you are in 
this Committee you are not allowed to be a member of the Communist Party. The leader of the 
Committee is Tibetan and this Committee is the "spokesperson" of the TAR. 

So generally speaking we can say that the role of the Tibetans in the Government is to tell Tibetans and 
the outside world how much good the Chinese have done are doing since they came into Tibet, and how 
the old Tibetan leaders got their positions given back to them. Usually after problematic periods in Tibet, 
they have to make speeches praising the Chinese, and calm down the general opinion of the Tibetans." 


11. Religious Freedom 

Doc. T2(BB) 

"Q: Is there any religious teaching today in the monasteries? 

A: No teachings are given. It seems that the aim of the Chinese is to wipe out all the monks from the 
monasteries. They are all checked and if they do not belong to the place where their monastery is, then 
they are sent back to the place they come from. Instead of monks, a lot of Chinese are now occupying 
the monasteries. There is no new admission for monks in the monasteries and, moreover, they are 
encouraging them to withdraw from the monasteries. 

Q: Do they allow the lay people to go on pilgrimage to the monasteries ? 

A: They are allowing them to go on pilgrimage to Sera, Drepung or Ganden, but now it is very sad to see 
empty monasteries. A very few monks are left as many are imprisoned, some died and the others have 
been sent back to their birthplaces. So the people who know the real situation in monasteries hesitate to 
visit the monasteries. Only the people coming from outside still go with great devotion." 

Doc. T4(BB) 

" We are not even able to celebrate religious events anymore. Just before I left Lhasa, on a Wednesday, 
when I went to do the Sang Sol [Incense-burning ritual] in Muro, they were changing the big flagpoles on 
4 sides of the Jokhang. Normally when we change these falgpoles, we will offer scarves, do prayers, and 
get together to perform religious ceremonies. On that day nobody was allowed to enter the Barkhor. 
When I came back from doing Sang Sol, I saw what looked like a flock of sheep suddenly being attacked 
by a wolf. Chinese soldiers were chasing Tibetans, and the 
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Tibetans were running in all directions. The ones who lived on the Barkhor tried to get back to their 
homes but they were chased back by the soldiers." 


12. Travel Abroad 

Doc. T2(BB) 

[Summary of statement:) 

She travelled with a young man and two children. Before arriving at the first checkpost, at Dram, they 
had to pay 1,500 Nepalese rupees for each child to the porter who took them across the Nepalese 
border. 

At the Nepalese checkpost they searched her thoroughly. They checked the seams of her clothes, her 
socks, her hair, and even her intimate parts were searched by a Nepalese man. The handmade sanitary 
towel she wore was also scrutinised. They were told to pay 20,000 Nepalese rupees for four persons to 
cross. Because they did not have any money, the control officer told them they could not enter Nepal. 
The authorities handed them back to the previous check point where they were re-checked. As nothing 
was found, they were further pushed back to the first check point (Basar Bri) where they were locked up 
for the night in prison-like quarters. There the authorities told them that without any legal papers they 
could not enter into Nepal and they were asked about their motives and intentions in going to Nepal. 
They begged the Nepalese authorities to let them enter into Nepal as they had already taken everything 
they wanted. Instead, the next day they were handed over to the Chinese authorities. 

The Chinese authorities told them off and asked them what their motives were for tryng to leave Tibet. 
They repeatedly asked if she was trying to escape to India. She replied that she had no intention of 
leaving the country but was just in search of her sons. She also explained that she left Lhasa with only 
the clothes she was wearing and just jumped into a truck without any luggage. Finally the Chinese made 
her pay a fine of 25 yuan and let her go. They gave her three days to get back to Lhasa. During those 
three days she met a Nepalese businessman who helped her to enter Nepal accompanied by a coolie. The 
businessman paid Nepalese 3,000 rupees to the coolie for her. The coolie finally got her into Nepal. 

"I came across an Amdo couple at the ... check point. They had escaped with 7,000 yuan and they 
where beaten up brutally and sent back naked towards Tibet by the Nepalese authorities. The couple was 
still at Dram [Zhangmu/Khasa] check point as the Nepalese authorities were looting the escapees. But 
they do not hand them over directly to the Chinese each time. I also witnessed one escapee with a brand 
new Chinese wmdbreaker who was asked by the Nepalese border control officer to give it to him." 

Doc T3(BB) 

”Q: Did you have many difficulties in coming to India? 

A: Yes, mainly at the Nepalese border. They wanted to take all our belongings, I was lucky that they did 
not take any of my property, but I had to pay 200 Nepalese rupees. A couple travelling with me had to 
give some of theirs; as they were traders, they were carrying a full sack of dried meat and leather 
articles. The woman was not keen to give them the meat they asked for, so they decided to keep her. At 
the Chinese border it was quite okay as I had a pass, but they asked why I was going to India." 

Doc. T4(BB) 

"At the Nepalese border I had to pay 2800 Nepalese rupees per child to pass the border. We went 
through mountain passes to pass another Nepalese border where they wanted a bribe, which we told 
them we would pay in Kathmandu once our children joined us there. On the road to Khatmandu we also 
avoided stopping in Nepalese villages, as we heard that the Nepalese would report our presence to the 
Chinese authorities and get a reward from the Chinese. But on the road we were stopped at a Nepalese 
checkpost and we had to pay again 2,500 Nepalese rupees for the three of us for the Nepalese to let us 
go." 


[END]- 



